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Botanical Gardens

Egypt, 18th Dynasty – 1500-1200 BCE

Pompeii, 79AD



Botanical Gardens
• Orto botanico di Pisa  1544
• Orto botanico di Padova 1545 – continuous



Adelaide



What is a botanic garden? 
BGSH Act says we…

a) Establish and maintain botanic and other 
gardens for the use and enjoyment of 
members of the public…

b) Establish in, or in connection with, its 
gardens exhibitions of interest in the fields 
of botany, horticulture, biology, 
conservation of the natural environment or 
history

c) Establish and maintain a herbarium... To 
retain original specimens included in this 
herbarium

d) Accumulate and care for specimens, objects 
and things of interest in the fields…

e) Accumulate and classify data…



What is a botanic garden? 
BGSH Act says we…

f) manage all lands and premises vested in 
or under the control of the Board…

g) manage all fund vested in or under the 
control of the Board…

h) carry out or promote research into 
matters of interest in the fields of botany, 
horticulture, biology, conservation of the 
natural environment or history

i) disseminate information of interest (in 
these fields…)

…and new provisions around commercial 
activities.



What is a botanic garden? 
Visitors say:

1. It is peaceful and tranquil

2. It showcases a wide diversity of plants

3. It displays plants that appear healthy

4. It makes me feel safe when visiting

5. It has a pleasing physical layout

6. It presents well as a tourist attraction

7. It displays a special collection of plants

8. It offers a broad range of experiences



Garden and Park







Living Collections

• 6,798 accessioned plants

• 239 plant families (out of 600)

• 1,312 plant genera

• 391 rare/vulnerable taxa (179 
Australian, 212 international)



Living Collections Over Time

• Diversity

• Longevity

• Conservation

• Long-term Understanding





BGSH Science: Collections

• Over 1,100,000+ Herbarium 
Specimens

• 800,000 vascular plants + 
collections of algae, 
bryophytes, fungi and lichens



Botanical Research

In the last 5 years: 

• 654 publications, 40 research 
grants

• DNA sequences for 1,400 SA plant 
samples and 760 plant species

• 742,000 accessible plant records 
(Australian Virtual Herbarium: 
https://avh.chah.org.au/)

• 300 Citizen Scientists on DigiVol 
(digivol.ala.org.au)

https://avh.chah.org.au/


SA Seed Conservation Centre

• 85% of SA Flora in Seed Bank 
– over 2,200 taxa

• 27,000 new specimens added 
in last 5 years



Public Engagement

An “average”year:

• 2,500,000 visits total

• 1,300,000 to ABG

• 25,000 school students

• Over 30 partnership projects

• 400 volunteers



What visitors come for:
• 35% indicated “Viewing plants” as 

their main activity at the Garden

• 16% indicated “Relaxing/Reading” as 
their main activity at the Garden

• 39% spent “between two and three 
hours” at the Garden

• 60% cited “Friends/Family” as the 
main information source that 
motivated their visit

• 40% suggested the main role of the 
Garden was to “Provide a place of 
relaxation/wellbeing”



Adelaide - Festival City



Partnerships





“An outstanding international event. The Botanic Garden is a wonderful 
venue for artistic/cultural presentations. They are strongly supported by ALL 
age ranges across our extended family. Really joyous, inspiring, and a huge 
boost to our State’s cultural standing”. – Visitor survey respondent 















Where to next? Planning and Design Principles



Masterplan

Recent and Current Priorities:

• Eastern Entrance ✓

• Upgrade Rose Garden ✓

• Simpson Kiosk Upgrade ✓

• Seed Production Garden ✓

• Lot Fourteen Integration

• North Terrace Entrance

• Classground Redevelopment



Botanic Loop by TreeClimb



Botanic Loop

• DA Approved by City of 
Adelaide

• Currently finalising EPBC Act 
approval from 
Commonwealth

• April / May 2026 Construction

• Opening Oct 2026



Lot Fourteen Integration



North Terrace Entrance



Classgrounds Redevelopment









Who Benefits?

Children 0–9: There are about 198,000 children in this age group in South Australia (based on 
2021 Census).

Carers: There are around 229,000 individuals providing care in some capacity (broadly defined).

Overlap: Not all carers care for 0–9 year-olds; some care for older children, those with 
disabilities, or elderly persons.

Kinship/Grandcarers: At least 2,200 children are under the care of registered grandcarers, with 
broader estimates placing the number of children in informal kinship care closer to 7,000

Formal Care: Around 4,000 children are in formal care arrangements.

• As of the 2021 Census, South Australia had approximately 
198,000 children aged 0–9. 

• Across the state, there are about 229,000 carers, covering all 
forms of caring roles



Broader Benefits
Greater childhood engagement in nature benefits society by reducing 
health burdens, boosting learning outcomes, strengthening 
communities, fostering environmental stewardship, saving costs, 
and enriching cultural identity.

1. Health and Wellbeing Benefits: Reduced long-term healthcare 
costs and a healthier, more resilient population.

2. Educational and Cognitive Benefits: Higher educational 
achievement and a workforce better prepared for complex 
problem-solving.

3. Social and Community Benefits: Stronger social capital, reduced 
antisocial behaviour, and safer communities.

4. Environmental Stewardship: A generation more committed to 
tackling climate change and biodiversity loss.

5. Economic Benefits: Long-term economic resilience and reduced 
public expenditure.

6. Cultural and Identity Benefits: Greater cultural awareness, 
respect for Country, and intergenerational knowledge transfer.



Thank you, and see you in 
the gardens…



Questions



Chihuly Logistics
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